SAVE THE DATE
Ramsar COP 13, 24 October 2018, 18.15-19.30
Room 5A, Festival Arena
TOWARDS A JOINT PEATLAND DECLARATION: MEAs ANSWER TO
REVERSE
THE
TREND
ON
PEATLAND
DEGRADATION
_______________________________________________________
Peatlands are unique ecosystems that offer important
ecosystem services such as carbon sequestration, biodiversity
conservation, water supply and purification, atmospheric
cooling, flood prevention, biomass production for food and
others. The services peatlands provide are globally and locally
relevant both for urban and rural areas. Peatland conservation,
restoration, wise use and management can be realized and
supported by different Multilateral Environmental Agreements
(MEAs).
To strengthen synergies and amplify efforts to maintain and
restore ecosystem services of peatlands, the Ramsar
Convention, UNCCD, UNCBD and UNFCCC are beginning to
work together on a joint declaration. The dialogue during this
event will enable an exchange with Contracting Parties and

technical experts to inform and inspire joint efforts to include
peatland measures in SDG implementation, Nationally
Determined Contributions, National Action Plans for Disaster
Risk Reduction etc.
Contracting parties, leading environmental organisations and
MEA Secretariats will discuss priorities and a pathway for the
development and implementation of such a declaration.
Highlighting global efforts such as the Global Peatlands
Initiative and commitments such as the Brazzaville
Declaration we aim to spread knowledge widely on the role of
peatlands in the context of climate change mitigation and
adaptation, flood prevention, the provision of drinking water,
biodiversity and also in regard to urban health and human
wellbeing in general.

_______________________________________________________
Panelists:
Wednesday, 24 October 2018,
Martha Rojas Urrego, Secretary General Ramsar Convention
18.15-19.30
Monique Barbut , Secretary General UNCCD (video message)
Festival Arena, Intercontinental
Lisa Janishevski, UNCBD
Dubai, Room 5A
Arlette Soudan-Nonault, Minister of Environment and Tourism,
You are invited for Food
Republic of Congo (tbc)
and Drinks
Representatives from Germany, Indonesia, Mongolia and Russia
Moderator:
Jane Madgwick, Chief Executive Officer,
Wetlands International
For more information:
dianna.kopansky@un.org or bettina.hedden-dunkhorst@bfn.de

