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Green Coast and the press
Getting press coverage is not a given. Sometimes it has to be actively invited, other times,
it comes by itself.
On the Green Coast project we have been overwhelmed by the press coverage for the
project. This document gives an overview of what others write about us. Of course, we
made the press because we made press releases, but most press we got because the
press showed a genuine interest in our work.
From the BBC and the Washington Post to local newspapers in India and Indonesia, from
the printed press to television and internet, attention has come from all sides. Through this
document we want to share some of this interest with you.

The Green Coast Project
Soon after the December 2004 tsunami, NGOs worldwide appealed for support in their
efforts to recover damaged coastal ecosystems and to reform coastal policies. Following
urgent pleas from their local partners, four international organisations developed the
Green Coast Project: Wetlands International, IUCN NL, WWF and Both ENDS.
Green Coast aims to restore livelihoods of local communities through the recovery of
coastal ecosystems, which play an important role in providing safety and sources of
income.
Although an emergency response project, Green Coast was developed with a long term
perspective; recovery of coastal livelihoods through the restoration and sustainable
management of coastal nature will take at least five years.
In Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand and Malaysia partner organisations work together
in three closely interlinked components, to:
¾ Assess tsunami impacts on ecosystems and livelihoods, as well as local communities
views and rights;
¾ Influence governments, aid agencies and corporate sector to sustainable manage and
restore coastal natural resources; and
¾ Facilitate small grants for community-based restoration projects.
Green Coast phase 1 runs from June 2005 until March 2007 and is financed by
Oxfam/Novib through Dutch public charity funds (4.2 million Euro). Wetlands International
manages Green Coast and the implementation is done by national and local offices in
Asia of the four partners, and their extensive networks of NGOs in the region.
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Global Press
"Green Coast is a very unique initiative since we work within the
coastal communities who were seriously affected by tsunami and
support and advice them how to restore their environment. As a
partnership of 5 international environment & development
organizations we manage very well to collaborate and coordinate
with governments, donors and aid agencies and we were covered
largely by the (inter)national media in the countries where we work:
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand and Malaysia.
Marie-Jose Vervest
Green Coast Project Manager
(marie-jose.vervest@wetlands.org)
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Global Press –

Nature Publishing Group (1)

Nature Publishing Group (NPG) is an international publishing company that publishes scientific
journals. It is a division of Macmillan Publishers Ltd, which in turn is owned by the Georg von
Holtzbrinck Publishing Group.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nature_Publishing_Group 10th October 2006
Official Website:
http://npg.nature.com/npg/servlet/Content?data=xml/02_welcome.xml&style=xml/02_welcome.xsi

The article about the Green Coast Indonesia Program: (Page 1)
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Global Press –

Nature Publishing Group (2)

The article about Green Coast Indonesia Program: (Page 2)
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Global Press –

The Associated Press (1)

Full Article:
Thursday, September 7, 2006
The Associated Press
CHEME, Thailand -- For much of his life, Viroj Dedsongprak paid little attention to the mangrove forests that surrounded his
Thai village. He thought nothing of it when neighbors chopped down trees for firewood orplowed them under for shrimp
ponds.
Then came the 2004 tsunami. Viroj's village was largely spared while more exposed communities down the road were
devastated. The 46-year-old fisherman credits the spidery network of mangrove trees, nipa palms and malaleucas for
saving his home, and is not doing what he can to preserve his region's biodiversity.
"Before the tsunami, we really didn't understand the importance of mangroves," said Viroj, who is among nearly 40 people
from three villages taking part in a World Conservation Program to plant up to 10,000 nipa palm and mangrove seedlings
on an abandoned charcoal kiln.
"Since the tsunami, there is an increased awareness about mangroves and people are getting more involved in protecting
them," he said. "We know that they are important to protect us from the waves and other natural disasters.“
Conservationists say Viroj's newfound enthusiasm is catching on in many Indian Ocean communities hit by the December
2004 tsunami, which killed more than 216,000 people and leveled hundreds of fishing villages.
Environmentalists say the tsunami has prompted many governments to reconsider how they manage their coastal
ecosystems, with many looking to strike a balance between development and preservation.
"The tsunami brought an understanding that the ecosystem is a lot more fragile than people thought," said Austin
Arensberg, a World Conservation Union official who is part of a team working on a $240,000 Spanish-funded project to
restore mangrove forests in Thailand and Sri Lanka. "People took them for granted a little bit.“
The World Conservation Union is teaming up Monday with the United Nations Development Program to launch the biggest
program yet for mangrove conservation in Asia: a five-year project to fund ecosystem restoration and sustainable
development in 10 countries affected by the tsunami.
The two agencies estimate it will cost $62 million and will hold a donor conference Monday in New York to raise the funds.
The program, called "Mangroves for the Future," will help governments address long-term problems including reckless
development, shrimp farming and industrial pollution that have resulted in the loss of 25 percent of the mangrove forests in
Indian Ocean countries.
"Right now, mangroves are being devastated. The urgency to do something keeps growing by the day because coastal
development just presses ahead," said Sergio Feld, a Bangkok-based U.N. policy adviser who helped draft the mangrove
strategy. “These ecosystems need to be valued for the services they provide.”
The campaign aims to recover coastal areas estuaries, brackish lagoons, beach forests and mangroves that scientists
credit with providing crucial protection from storms, along with important nurseries for fish and habitat for birds, reptiles and
mammals.
Officials say involving coastal communities is key, not only because they depend on the ecosystem for fishing and crabbing
but also because they will determine whether a project succeeds.
Within weeks of the tsunami, planting mangroves became the rage among non-governmental organizations, including
Oxfam International. Seeing it as an easy way to promote the environment while employing tsunami survivors, NGOs
planted tens of thousands of seedlings. Most died because the NGOs lacked any understanding of where and when to
plant the fragile plants that grow in fresh and brackish water.
Since then, conservation groups have stepped in to provide the expertise and launched a number of programs in India,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Thailand.
Among them is the Green Coast project run by Wetlands International, the World Conservation Union and others.
Since last year, it has spent nearly $2 million from Dutch charities on more than 100 projects in tsunami-hit countries to
assess the impact of the disaster, change government land use policy and rebuild damaged coastal regions.
The projects range from a mangrove nursery in India, coral reef cleaning in Indonesia and an educational campaign in Sri
Lanka to increase awareness of mangroves among tsunami survivors.
"When you see a portion of your village destroyed, it really brings about how much you have to conserve them," Arensberg
said of the mangroves. "It's not just rebuilding houses but looking at the natural environment and finding a way it can come
back for them."
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Global Press –

The Associated Press (2)

The article of The Associated Press was picked up by the
following media:
The Associated Press, or AP, is an American news agency, the world's largest such organization.
The AP is a cooperative owned by its contributing newspapers and broadcast stations in the
United States, who both contribute stories to it and use material written by its staffers.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Associated_Press 1st November 2006
Official Website: http://ap.org/

¾

World News.com:

http://article.wn.com/view/2006/09/07/Tsunami_spurs_interest_in_Asian_coasts_a/ 6th October 2006

¾

TheState.com:

http://www.thestate.com/mld/thestate/news/nation/15458716.htm 6th October 2006
Written by MICHAEL CASEY, The Associated Press; Posted on Thursday, September. 07, 2006

¾

Washingtonpost.com:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/07/AR2006090700151.html 6th October 2006
Written by MICHAEL CASEY, The Associated Press; Posted on Thursday, September 7, 2006; 4:14 PM

¾

Planetsave.com:

http://planetsave.com/ps_mambo/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=7773&Itemid=1
6th October 2006
Written by MICHAEL CASEY, The Associated Press; Posted on Thursday, September. 07, 2006

¾

Boston.com:

http://www.boston.com/news/science/articles/2006/09/07/tsunami_spurs_interest_in_asian_coasts/
6th October 2006
Written By Michael Casey, AP Environmental Writer; Post on September 7, 2006

¾

Envirosea.com:

http://envirosea.com/content/view/146/2/ 6th October 2006
Written By Michael Casey, AP Environmental Writer; Post on Saturday 09 September 2006

¾

Townhall.com:

http://www.townhall.com/News/NewsArticle.aspx?ContentGuid=ec0f367c-e6e8-4c02-bf95-85d05b0aa526
6th October2006
Post on Thursday, September 7, 2006

¾

ABC News.com:

http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/wireStory?id=2403839 6th October 2006
Written By MICHAEL CASEY AP Environmental Writer; CHEME, Thailand Sep 7, 2006 (AP)

¾

EnvironNET:

http://www.environnet.in.th/eng/news/news_detail.asp?id=1159 6th October 2006
Post on 8 September 2006

¾

HappyNews.com:

http://www.happynews.com/news/972006/tsunami-spurs-interest-asian-coasts.htm 6th October 2006
Written by MICHAEL CASEY, The Associated Press; Updated: 9/12/2006

¾

ENN.COM (Environmental News Network):

http://www.enn.com/today.html?id=11206 6th October 2006
Written by MICHAEL CASEY, The Associated Press; Post on September 07, 2006
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Washington Post
World News
The State

Webpage Visual Example:

Example 1:Washingtonpost.com

Example 2: World News.com

Example 3: TheState.com
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¾

BBC

BBC News:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/4547032.stm 8th October 2006
By Mark Kinver BBC News science and nature reporter
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Global Press –

¾

EurekAlert
Travel Today Arabia

EurekAlert:

http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2005-10/wwf-nss102705.php 9th October 2006
Public Release Date: 27-Oct-2005

¾

Travel Today Arabia:

http://www.traveltodayegypt.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=6099 8th October 2006
By Kate Durham
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¾

PR Newswire Association LLC
Earthdive

PR Newswire Association LLC:

http://releases.usnewswire.com/GetRelease.asp?id=55728 10th October 2006
Public Release Date: 27-Oct-2005 2:25:00 PM

¾

Earthdive.com:

http://www.earthdive.com/front_end/news/newsdetail.asp?id=1474 8th October 2006
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Global Press –

Horizonte Geográfico (1)

Horizonte Geográfico, a communication company specialized in relations with the community,
focusing on subjects like Historical Patrimony, Expeditions, Environment, Education, Citizenship,
Tourism.
Source: http://www.horizontegeografico.com.br/loja/ingles/index.php 2nd November 2006
Official Website: http://www.horizontegeografico.com.br/
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Global Press –

Horizonte Geográfico (2)
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Global Press –

Oriental Daily News (1)

Oriental Daily News (Traditional Chinese: 東方日報) is a Chinese language newspaper in Hong Kong.
Oriental Daily was established in 1969. It is one of the two newspapers published by the Oriental
Press Group Limited, found by Ma's Family.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriental_Daily 8th January 2007
Official Website: http://orientaldaily.orisun.com/
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Global Press –

Oriental Daily News (2)
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Global Press –

The Sun Newspaper

The Sun is a tabloid daily newspaper published in the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland
with the highest circulation of any daily English-language newspaper in the world, standing at
3,107,412 copies daily in the first half of 2006.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sun_(newspaper) 9th January 2007
Official Website: http://www.thesun.co.uk/
The news was published by Mohd Tajudin on 27th December 2006
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The Netherlands
Wetlands International, WWF Netherlands, IUCN NL and Both ENDS
developed the Green Coast project, which is managed by Wetlands
International. It focuses on coastal regions in five tsunami-affected
countries: Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Thailand and Malaysia.
Nine partner organisations and their extensive networks of NGOs in
the region are implementing the project.

“I am happy to work for Green Coast, because everybody is so
dedicated and willing to make a difference in this project! Most of
all I admire my fellow communication officers in the region, who
often work under difficult circumstances and still manage to upload
texts to our website, publish fact sheets or organize a media trip.
Jacqueline Schuiling
Green Coast Communication Officer
(j.schuilling@deballon.demon.nl)
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The Netherlands –

Panda Magazine (1)

Panda Magazine is a publication of WWF in the Netherlands.
About the Green Coast Program: (Page 1)
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The Netherlands –

Panda Magazine (2)

About the Green Coast Program: (Page 2)
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The Netherlands

–

Onderwatersport Magazine

The Groene-Kustproject Article was published in
ONDERWATERSPORT Magazine on March 2006:
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The Netherlands

–

WWF

The Green Coast Project press release
Full Article:
Natuurorganisaties lanceren website tsunamihulp
ZEIST - Het Wereld Natuur Fonds (WNF), Wetlands International, Both ENDS en IUCN
Nederland Comité werken sinds de allesverwoestende tsunami van 26 december 2004
samen aan duurzame wederopbouw van de getroffen kustgebieden.
Met het Groene-Kustproject realiseren de organisaties met Nederlands geld van de
Samenwerkende Hulporganisaties (SHO) het herstel van mangrovebossen en koraalriffen.
Donderdag lanceerden de vier internationale natuurorganisaties een website met informatie over
de lopende Groene-Kustprojecten. Met de website willen de organisaties laten zien hoe het geld
dat de Nederlanders massaal schonken, wordt besteed.
Het Groene-Kustproject herstelt op de zwaarst getroffen delen van de kusten van Atjeh, Thailand,
India, Sri Lanka en Maleisië de veiligheid van de bewoners en hun inkomstenbronnen. „Op de
plekken waar de mangrovebossen grotendeels waren gekapt en de koraalriffen vernield, was de
schade van de tsunami aanzienlijk groter dan op plekken waar de natuurlijke ecosystemen nog
intact waren. Die bossen en riffen vormen een natuurlijke buffer tegen bijvoorbeeld vloedgolven”,
aldus projectleider M. Vervest. „Door nieuwe mangrovebossen te planten en het koraal te
herstellen creëren we een veilige plek voor de bewoners en stimuleren we de aanwezigheid van
vis, zodat de bewoners weer kunnen leven van de vangst.”
Na maanden van inventariseren en onderhandelen begon in oktober het eerste GroeneKustproject op Atjeh. Inmiddels lopen ongeveer dertig herstelprojecten in verschillende door de
tsunami getroffen landen. „Wij hopen dat we tegen het einde van 2006 tweehonderd projecten op
poten hebben”, aldus Vervest.
Op de nieuwe website (www.wetlands.org/greencoast/En) worden de lopende en aankomende
projecten toegelicht.
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Dagblad van het Noorden
De Telegraaf
Natuurtotaal

The press release was picked up by the following media:
¾

Dagblad van het Noorden:

http://www.dvhn.nl/nieuws/video/article158411.ece?secld=148 10th October 2006
ANP | Gepubliceerd op 15 december 2005, 20:01
Laatst bijgewerkt op 21 december 2005, 17:07

¾

De Telegraaf:

http://www2.telegraaf.nl/binnenland/30389211/Natuurorganisaties_lanceren_website_tsunamihulp.html
10th October 2006
Do 15 Dec 2005, 14:36

¾

Natuurtotaal.nl:

http://www.natuurtotaal.nl/200512/natuurorganisaties_website_tsunami_hulp.php
10th October 2006
Do 15 December 2005
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The Netherlands

–

Reformatorisch Dagblad
Newspaper (1)

Het Reformatorisch Dagblad is een Nederlands christelijk dagblad. Deze krant verschijnt doordeweeks als
avondkrant en op zaterdag als ochtendkrant. Ook op Goede Vrijdag wordt de krant 's morgens bezorgd.
Het Reformatorisch Dagblad (RD) verscheen voor het eerst op 1 april 1971. Op 1 april 2006 vierde het RD
zijn 35-jarig jubileum.
Source: http://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformatorisch_Dagblad 10th January 2007
Official Website: http://www.refdag.nl/rubrieken/hoofdpunten.html
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The Netherlands –
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Reformatorisch Dagblad
Newspaper (2)

The Netherlands

–

Reformatorisch Dagblad
Newspaper (3)
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The Netherlands –

26

Reformatorisch Dagblad
Newspaper (4)

Indonesia
The epicentre of the earthquake that caused the tsunami in December
2004 was close to the Indonesian provinces Aceh and Nias. Almost
130.000 people died, of which almost 70 percent women, and 37.000
remain missing.
The survivors lost almost everything: family, houses and livelihoods.
About 70 percent of the small-scale fishing fleet was destroyed,
aquaculture, agriculture and small enterprises were severely damaged.
Furthermore, the environment profoundly altered.
“Rebuilding Aceh and Nias is not merely to restore to its condition before
the tsunami, but also to develop an ideal model of development which
implements comprehensive concept of sustainable development and
thereby gives longer-term hope to the tsunami victims.
Through Green Coast I see the hope ….. !”
Fazedah Nasution
Green Coast Communication Officer
(fnasution@wwf.or.id)
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Indonesia

– BBR Launches Green Coast Program

Full Article:
BRR Luncurkan Program Penghijauan Pesisir
Aceh Besar, 21 November 2005 - Badan Rehabilitasi dan Rekontruksi (BRR) Aceh-Nias hari ini meluncurkan
Program Penghijauan Pesisir bekerjasama dengan Wetlands International Indonesia Program, World Conservation
Union (IUCN), Both Ends, World Wild Fund (WWF) dan Oxfam Netherlands N(O) VIB.
BRR bekerjasa dengan para donor, pemerintah daerah dan berbagai LSM (Lembaga Swadaya Masyarakat) untuk
merehabilitasi wilayah pesisir yang rusak di Aceh dan Nias melalui Program Penghijauan Pesisir. Tujuannya untuk
memperbaiki lingkungan di wilayah pesisir serta memperbaiki kembali mata pencaharian yang berhubungan dengan
perekonomian pesisir. Program Penghijauan Pesisir dilaksanakan untuk mendidik dan melibatkan masayarakat lokal
dalam merehabilitasi wilayah perairan mereka. Program ini merangkul masyarakat dengan berbagai kegiatan seperti
seminar, pameran dan pemberian bantuan.
Dampak negatif tsunami terhadap lingkungan pesisir begitu besar dan merusak tanaman mangrove, terumbu karang,
dan ekosistem hutan pantai. Di Aceh, 168.840 hektar hutan mangrove musnah, dan 9.750 hektar di Nias. Di Aceh dan
Nias sekitar 50.000 hektar hutan pantai lenyap dan 19.000 hektar terumbu karang rusak. Dampak kehancuran
ekosistem pantai mengakibatkan berkurangnya daya tahan lingkungan pantai dalam menahan erosi, juga
menyebabkan hilangnya sebagian besar mata pencaharian masyarakat pesisir.
Program Penghijauan Pesisir merupakan program BRR yang dilaksanakan oleh Wetlands International, dan terfokus
dalam dua bidang yaitu: mengembangkan mata pencaharian dan konservasi lingkungan. Deputi BRR bidang Ekonomi
dan Pengembangan Usaha, Iskandar menekankan pentingnya program perbaikan lingkungan ini karena akan
membantu peningkatan ekonomi lokal. “Dengan pengembangan mata pencaharian di wilayah pesisir, maka program
ini akan meningkatkan aktivitas ekonomi masyarakat pesisir pula. Regenarasi program perairan ini akan bahu
membahu mendukung keberlanjutan ekonomi lokal masyarakat pesisir yang rusak oleh tsunami,” tambah Iskandar.
Dalam sambutannya kepada LSM lokal dan asing pada hari ini di Baitussalam, Aceh Besar, Direktur Lingkungan
Hidup BRR, Agus Halim mengemukakan tujuan Program Penghijauan Pesisir. “Rehabilitasi mangrove untuk
melindungi pantai dari erosi adalah penting, dan juga mendukung produktivitas ekonomi di wilayah pesisir terutama
bidang perikanan yang menguntungkan masyarakat lokal,” kata Agus Halim. “Kami punya bukti bahwa kegagalan
program rehabilitasi mangrove di Aceh pada masa lalu terutama akibat dari perubahan kondisi tanah. BRR telah
mendapat banyak pelajaran berharga dari berbagai program LSM, dan mengutamakan pelatihan keahlian masyarakat
dalam penanaman mangrove.”
Kini buku panduan berjudul ‘Penanaman Mangrove Bersama Masyarakat’ telah diterbitkan. Panduan teknis ini akan
disebarkan ke berbagai wilayah masyarakat pesisir guna meningkatkan partisipasi mereka dalam proses rehabilitasi
daerah mangrove. Program Penghijauan Pesisir, dilaksanakan oleh Wetlands International bertujuan untuk
enghijaukan kembali 800 hektar area daerah pantai yang rusak akibat tsunami. Program ini diutamakan untuk daerah
pesisir di Aceh Jaya, Aceh Besar, Banda Aceh and Simeulue.
Direktur Lingkungan Hidup BRR, Agus Halim juga membicarakan tentang program lingkungan hidup BRR yang
bernama “Evaluasi Strategi Pemberdayaan Sumberdaya Alam” atau “Strategic Empowerment Natural Resource
Assessment” (SENRA). BRR bekerja sama dengan CIDA pada program SENRA yang mengadakan serangkaian
lokakarya keliling mengunjungi daerah-daerah tsunami di Aceh dan Nias menemukan masalah-masalah pencemaran
lingkungan seperti isu pembalakan kayu, penangkapan ikan besar-besaran, polusi dan intrusi air laut. “Berbagai
masukan dari masyarakat sangat penting dalam perencanaan rehabilitasi dan rekontruksi,” tukas Agus Halim.
Untuk informasi lebih lanjut, silahkan hubungi:
Rosie Ollier， BRR Communications， Rosie@brr.go.id， 0818 917 186
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Indonesia

–

BRR

(Badan Rekonstruksi dan Rehabilitasi Aceh-Nias)

(1)

The press release was published by the following media:
BRR is the governement of Indonesia Agency for the Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of
Ache and Nias.
Official website: http://www.e-aceh-nias.org/about_brr/profile.aspx
BRR: http://www.e-aceh-nias.org/media_center/press_release.aspx?id=22&language=IN
10th October 2006
Aceh Besar, 21 November 2005

English Version:

Indonesian Version:
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Indonesia
¾

–

BRR

(Badan Rekonstruksi dan Rehabilitasi Aceh-Nias)

BRR NAD-Nias:

http://www.e-aceh-nias.org/media_center/press_release.aspx?id=22&language=EN 1st November

2006
Aceh Besar, 21st November 2005
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(2)

Indonesia
¾

–

Serambi Daily Newspaper (1)

Serambi Daily Newspaper: (22th November 2006)
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Indonesia
¾

34

–

Serambi Daily Newspaper (2)

Serambi Daily Newspaper: (13th January 2007)

Indonesia

–

ENN

(Environmental News Network)

ENN is an environmental media company that publishes and broadcasts news commentary, and information
about how we live on earth
Official Website: http://www.enn.com/index.html
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Indonesia

–

Waspada Online Newspaper (1)

Waspada is a newspaper in Medan, Indonesia covering general news.
Official Website: http://www.waspada.co.id/
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Indonesia

–

Kompas Newspaper
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Indonesia

38

–

Tempo Newspaper

Malaysia
Malaysia escaped relatively unscathed, when the tsunami hit its coastline.
Although almost 70 people lost their lives and many fishing boats and
houses were destroyed, the impact of the tsunami has been far less than
in the neighbouring countries. Life seems to be getting back to normal.
But the tsunami left behind an overall awareness: natural barriers like
mangrove forests are very important.
“When the Green Coast featured at the daily TV-show Hello
on 2! I really realised how mangroves have become
everybody's concern and that coastal conservation is very
popular now. This is very good for the green coasts of
Malaysia.”
Sinor Fafliz
Green Coast Communication Officer

39

Malaysia

¾

– Hello on 2

Green Coast on Hello on 2:
The Green Coast Project featured in Hello on 2, the daily morning show on TV2 in
Malaysia in May. The chance of a new disaster happening to the coastal villages in
Malaysia still frightens many people. Of course people know that boulders and hard
engineering can save you from strong waves, but more and more people become
aware that a natural green coast can do just that and much more. Everyday the
Hello on 2 holds a poll for the people that watch the show. This morning they could
vote on the statement: 'Mangroves should be protected'. 100% voted 'yes', a clear
signal that many people in Malaysia believe that green coasts are valuable and
worth conserving.

40

Malaysia

– The Star Online

The Star Online is an information portal on the Internet. It was launched on June 23, 1995 as
the Internet edition of Malaysia's leading English-language newspaper, The Star, but has since
evolved - with added features and functions - to move away from merely being an online
newspaper.
Official Website: http://thestar.com.my/
The news was published by SIRA HABIBU on 22th December 2006
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Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka is one of the 25 Biodiversity Hotspots of the World. The beautiful,
but small island is densely populated and many of the nearly 20 million
Sri Lankans live in coastal areas. When the devastating tsunami hit the
country in December 2004, more than 30,000 people died and an estimated
400,000 lost their livelihoods. Lagoons, mangroves, sand dunes and coral
reefs were severely affected by the killer waves.

“Front page of a Sri Lankan newspaper supplement dedicated
to the project that I work for at IUCN Sri Lanka Country Office,
is news for me to carry allover my circle and beyond!“
Green Coast communication officer in Sri Lanka
Bhagya Gunasekera
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Sri Lanka –

Sri Lanka Daily

A pioneering daily in Sri Lanka has dedicated front page of its supplement for Green Coast.
What is most captivating is that it has used the wording “For Nature and People”, Green
Coast’s theme in its title. Here the writer has accentuated on the linkage Green Coast
wants to establish between livelihoods and rehabilitation of ecosystems. All stakeholders
(N(o)vib, WWF, WI, Both Ends and IUCN) are given due credit, with a description on
regional context and initiation of the Green Coast. Objectives are given clearly, before
describing a success story of the small grants component. Here, the writer has included
remarks of community leaders themselves. It is heartening to see the same colorful
photograph of the Green Coast docket, in the bottom of the article.“
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Thailand
Of the 5,000 victims of the tsunami in Thailand many were western tourists,
which guaranteed a lot of media and aid relief attention. The devastation
caused by the tsunami to beach resorts, hotels and other man-made
structures is widely known and reported. Less obvious is the destruction it
wreaked on the environment. The tsunami hit the coasts of one of the
most important ecological areas, the Andaman Sea, consisting of extensive
mangroves, sandy beaches and half of the country’s coral reefs.

“Beyond the shock and great tragedy brought upon Thailand by the
Tsunami, this disaster made apparent the compassion and unity this
nation beholds. All levels of society including government, NGOs, local
and indigenous peoples came together to conserve the natural
resources as well as recover and sustain their livelihoods.
“The newly discovered hard coral reef is located in front of the last
sea turtle nesting beach at Had Tay Maung National Park, Phang Nga.
Our marine biologists team discovered this reef while conducting
a survey on the effects of the Tsunami on natural resources.
This news was published and broadcasted worldwide.
Radda Larpnun
Green Coast Communication Officer
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Thailand –

The Guardian

The Guardian is a British newspaper owned by the Guardian Media Group. It is published Monday
to Saturday in the Berliner format.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Guardian 2nd November 2006
Official Website: www.guardian.co.uk
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Thailand –

Metro

(Associated Metro Limited)

Metro is the trading name of a free daily newspaper, published by Associated Newspapers (part of Daily Mail
and General Trust) in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. It is available from Monday to Friday each
week on most public transport services across the United Kingdom.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metro_%28Associated_Metro_Limited%29 2nd November 2006
Official Website: http://www.metro.co.uk
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Thailand –

Bangkok Post

The Bangkok Post is a broadsheet English-language daily newspaper published in Bangkok, Thailand.
The first issue came out on August 1, 1946. It was four pages and cost 1 baht.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bangkok_Post 2nd November 2006
Official Website: www.bangkokpost.net
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Thailand

49

Thailand –
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Feature Magazine (1)

Thailand –

Feature Magazine (2)
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Thailand –
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Feature Magazine (3)

Thailand –

¾

ThaisNews

ThaisNews:

http://www.thaisnews.com/news_detail.php?newsid=163173 24th October 2006
Special Report for Andaman News TV11 + Radio Thailand FM90.5 Phuket City, broadcast to
Phang Nga, Krabi & Phuket provinces, 8.30am Wednesday 22 February 2006 & www.Thaisnews.com
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India
India was not such a hot spot in the post-tsunami media attention, like
Sri Lanka and Aceh. But still, the killer waves hit the country very hard.
Especially the state of Tamil Nadu suffered terrible losses. Around 13.000
people were killed, hundreds remain missing and thousands of poor families
lost their main sources of income. Boats and fishing gears were destroyed
and fish’ breeding grounds – coral reefs and mangroves – were left
severely damaged.

Anshuman Atroley
Green Coast Communication Officer

Akila Balasmbramanam
Green Coast Communication Officer
(akila55@hotmail.com)
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India –

¾

The Cooperation project with AWARD

Distribution of tree saplings for coastal villages
Under the Green Coast Project economically important tree saplings were distributed among
the eco club members of the coastal villages of Tuticorn district. The project director of
AWARD Mr. Thanulingam distributed the saplings to the 15 eco clubs formed in Ambrose
nagar, Paripoorna nagar, Pullavely, Thomas nagar and Ganesh nagar. Economically
important tree saplings of Sapota, Amla, Papaya, Pomegranate, Guava were given to the
women members and more than 200 saplings of avenue trees including Neem, Pongamia,
Thespesia and Tamarind were planted in the streets. The eco club members are responsible
to care for the saplings. The district forest department, Kilikulam Agricultural Research
Station and Palayakayal Municipality are providing extensive support in the implementation of
the project.
- Dinamani, Tirunelveli edition, Sunday 11 June, 2006
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India –

¾

The Cooperation project with FFS on SRI

Farmers Field School Inauguration
Ekoventure, a NGO implementing an agricultural land restoration project with support of the
Green Coast Project. As part of this initiative, a Farmers Field School was inaugurated at
Manapattu village, Pondicherry. Farmers will be exposed to a 10 weeks training programme
rice cultivation methods using less water, but giving higher yields (SRI). Preparations of
logical pesticides and manures are also part of the curriculum.
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India –

¾

The Cooperation project with HEAL

Afforestation programmes to save the sand dunes
HEAL, the NGO, in collaboration with Green Coast, is implementing a project on conserving
the sand dunes through afforestation at the coastal stretches of Periyakadu. A total number
of 1000 saplings were planted on the sand dunes involving women groups and children. The
importance of sand dunes was also stressed to the community members through awareness
programmes.

Afforestation Programme to
save sand dunes (left)

Planting sapling
on the sand dune (right)

58

India –

¾

The cooperation project with
Crop Foundation

Tree plantation project at the cost of
Rs.8 lakh along the coastal stretch
of Chavadi Kuppam, Sirkali block
Crop Foundation community has
established a bio shield for disaster
mitigation involving memebers. Chavdi
Kuppam is one of the Tsunami affected
village, where this project is being
implemented and where tree saplings
are grown along the coastal stretches.
Ms. JegabarNisha Akbar Ali
inaugurated the tree plantation
ceremony. At the cost of Rs. 8 lakh,
multiple species have been planted
along 500 meters of coast. The species
were selected understanding based on
the quality of soil and water availability.
Local women groups will be taking care
of the plants.
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India –

¾

The cooperation project with
Mithra Foundation

Vermicompost production
Mithra Foundation from Cuddalore district conducted a two day training programme on
vermicomposting and nursery raising. A total number of 25 women representatives from 5
costal villages of Suba Uppalavadi, Thalankuda, Sonankuppam, Singarathoppu and
Sottikuppam participated in the workshop. Mr. Peter, Mr. Bosco and Mr. Akilan from Mithra
foundation inaugurated the workshop and sensitized the community. The resource person Mr.
Selvaraj demonstrated the establishment of vermicompost units
- Dinathanthi dated 01.07.2006
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India –

¾

The cooperation project with
LAW, Theni, Tamil Nadu

Training Camp
LAW, the NGO conducted an environmental conservation camp at Kallaru a fisher man’s
Village of Nagapattinam. Mr Vijayendran of Tamilnadu Green Movement and Mr.
Venkatesan Secretary of Law, spoke to the community members about the need for
clean and green environment and its conservation. The importance of mangroves and
tree planting were also emphasized at the camp.
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India –

¾

The cooperation project with
Nizhal NGO

Greening of Kaattupalli
Nizhal, an NGO promoting tree planting in urban areas, specifically Chennai, was
recently granted Rs. 2.5 lakh for the ‘Bio-shield Development and Greening of the
Coastal Village of Kaattupalli Kuppam on Kaattupalli Island (North of Ennore).’
The project, to be completed by March 2006, is being funded as part of the
ongoing ‘Green Coast Project in India’.
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India –

The Hindu

The Hindu is a leading English-language newspaper in India, with its largest base of circulation
in south India. The Hindu was published weekly when it was launched and started publishing
daily in 1889.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_hindu 8th January 2007
Official Website: http://www.hindu.com/
News was published by R. Vimal Kumar
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Contact Green Coast
For more information please contact one of the following persons:
The Netherlands
Marie-Jose Vervest, WI HQ
marie-jose.vervest@wetlands.org
Indonesia
Nyoman Suryadiputra, WI Indonesia Program
nyoman@wetlands.or.id
Sri Lanka
Shamen Vidanage, IUCN Sri Lanka
spv@iucnsl.org
India Chennai
Janakaraj Murali, WWF India
jmurali@wwfindia.net
India Delhi
Chamen Trisal, WI South Asia
chaman.trisal@wi-sa.org
Thailand
Songpol Tippayawong, WWF Thailand
songpolt@wwfgreatermekong.org
Malaysia
Sarala Aikanathan, WI Malaysia
sarala@pd.jaring.my

www.greencoasts.org
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