Odessa-2000 Declaration 

on the Wetlands of the Black and Azov Seas

During the workshop "Conservation, restoration and wise-use of wetlands and wetland resources along the Black Sea coast", held on 26-27 September 2000 in Odessa, Ukraine, 35 regional and international wetland and waterbird experts representing wetland conservation organisations in Bulgaria, Georgia, Moldova, the Netherlands, Romania, Russia, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and United Kingdom discussed future co-operation in the field of conservation, restoration and sustainable use of wetlands along the coast of the Black and Azov Seas. The workshop was organised by Wetlands International and financed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries of The Netherlands.

The participants of the workshop:

Recognising that the biological diversity of the coastal wetlands of the Black and Azov Seas represents a natural and cultural heritage of exceptional international interest, which should be conserved and sustainably used for present and future generations;

Noting that there has been massive loss and degradation of these ecosystems, which continues today, throughout the Black Sea basin;

Taking into account 

· the adoption of the Bucharest Convention on ’’The Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution’’ in 1992;

· the adoption of the Odessa Ministerial Declaration on the protection of the Black Sea Environment (1993) which reaffirmed the priorities of the 1992 Bucharest Convention and confirmed the Ministries commitment to integrated management and sustainable development of coastal areas and the marine environment;

· the adoption of Resolution VII.22 of the 7th Conference of the Parties to the Ramsar Convention (Costa Rica, 1999) concerning the collaborative  structure for Mediterranean wetlands which recognises the MedWet Initiative as a model of regional collaboration, based on endogenous effort and a wide participation of all sectors;

· the development of a second phase of the Black Sea Environmental Programme aiming at decreasing the nutrient input in the Black Sea;

· the actions which already have been taken to implement the Preliminary Action Plan for the conservation of coastal wetlands of the Black and Azov Seas, as published in the 1994 IWRB report "Conservation of Black Sea Wetlands: a review and preliminary action plan", and

· the importance of the coastal wetlands of the Black and Azov Seas for large populations of migrating waterbirds in relation to the African Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA),

unanimously concluded:

· that activities on the conservation and sustainable use of the coastal wetlands of the Black and Azov Seas should be promoted and expanded in a co-ordinated and programmatic approach;

· that inter-regional co-operation on wetland conservation, restoration and wise use should be enhanced in the Black and Azov Seas region;

· that these activities and this co-operation should take place in relation with ongoing projects and programmes and within the framework of the Ramsar Convention, the Bucharest Convention, the African Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) and other international agreements and conventions;

· that establishment of a wetlands conservation initiative for the Black and Azov Seas is urgently needed;

· that the governments of the countries bordering the Black and Azov Seas as well as all other stakeholders should have an active role in this new regional wetland conservation initiative;

and recommended that:

· Wetlands International should take the lead in initiating this Initiative.

Furthermore, the participants of the workshop invite the international community, in particular the Global Environmental Facility and its Implementing Agencies (World Bank, UNDP and UNEP), the European Union, the Ramsar Convention, the MedWet Initiative, the governments of the Black and Azov Seas countries and the Council of Europe to: 

· support the creation of the ‘Black and Azov Seas Wetlands Initiative’, comparable to the MedWet Initiative;

· support new and ongoing projects and programmes in the Black and Azov Seas region in the field of conservation, restoration and sustainable use of coastal wetlands, especially the establishment and implementation of National Wetland Strategies and Action Plans;

· support transboundary co-operation and the exchange of information and expertise throughout the region to enhance the capacity for wetland conservation.

Odessa, Ukraine

27 September 2000 
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