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Foreword and acknowledgements
Climate change is a reality and has the potential to impact on millions of people and ecosystems. Particularly the poorest people and the most vulnerable ecosystems are facing serious effects from climate change. At the same time, ecosystems are of key importance in striving for sustainable solutions for the problems caused by climate change by providing essential services and functions such as the provision of water and food, clean air, prevention of erosion and protection from storms, floods and sea level rise.  

Wetlands International and its partners World Wildlife Fund US, Conservation International and the Cooperative Programme on Water and Climate Change recognize the need of developing countries to enhance their knowledge and understanding and build their capacities to adapt and take the right measures in view of a changing climate. This while taking into account ecosystem functions and the needs of those people most affected by climate change impacts. Therefore, Wetlands International and its partners have taken the initiative to develop a Training Program on the different aspects of ‘ecosystem and community based climate change adaptation’. The program consists of six different modules, each focusing on a different aspect and angle to the problem. It is developed primarily for senior program managers and practitioners and can be adapted to meet the training needs of policy and decision makers and key persons in international and national agencies and donors. 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change sets the overall framework for multilateral efforts to tackle the challenges posed by climate change. It provides financial and technological support to developing countries preparing themselves for adaptation to the impacts of climate change. It is crucial that effective and dynamic synergies are realized between different government levels, NGO’s, communities and the private sector. This training manual aims to foster these synergies by being targeted and adaptable to a wide range of participants from different backgrounds. 
The present training kit is work in progress. The modules will be reviewed and updated based on the experiences with the kit and updated knowledge in the area of adaptation studies. 
This training kit has been developed with funds from the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DGIS) and the Co-operative Programme on Water and Climate (CPWC). We are grateful for their contributions that enabled the finalization of this manual.
Special acknowledgement goes to the team that has guided the process and that took up the task of leading the development of the technical contents of modules as authors, namely; Terry Hills of Conservation International, Eliot Levine and John Mathews, both from World Wildlife Fund US, Pieter van Eijk, Nicholas Tubbs and Charlotte Floors from Wetlands International.

Many others have contributed with their insights during the process to the improvement of the quality of the kit. Among others we would like to thank Henk van Schaik of the Cooperative Programmme on Water and Climate, John Matthews of World Wildlife Fund US, Tracy Farell of Conservation International, Arend Kolhoff of the MER, The Netherlands, Gina Castillo of Oxfam US, NicolasTubbs and Kemi Seesink of Wetlands International.
Dieuwke Klaver of the Wageningen Centre for Development Innovation provided very useful feedback on the first try-out training, which could be organized thanks to the efforts of AICAD Kenya. Liesbeth van Brink of Wetlands International finalized the methodological setup of the modules of the training.
We would also like to appreciate the effort of the regional coordinators of Wetlands International namely Emma Greatrix, Ritesh Kumar and Julio Montes de Oca Lugo for leading the regional consultation processes and our other Colleagues, Alejandro Jimenez and Abdoulaye Ndiaye who have contributed immensely to the regional consultation processes, which formed the backbone on which the modules were developed to make them regionally relevant.
Finally, we would like to emphasis that in view of the dynamic nature of issues surrounding climate change, this product is work in progress and would be reviewed and updated as more information and more in-depth analysis are available. We hope that the result of these efforts so far will result in better insight in the contribution that ecosystems can have on climate change adaptation measures and the invaluable role local communities can play in the process of adaptation.
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