
Track record on 
Safeguarding and Restoring Mangroves

International 
conventions and 

conferences influencing 
coastal resilience & 

mangroves:

Outline Boxes

Policy

Practice

Science

Connection

The connecting lines show 
relationships between projects 
and events in the track record. 
The connection can represent 
similarity in subjects or the 
fact that projects or events 
evolved out of each other.

2012
Brazil

Rio +20

‘we consider green economy 
in the context of sustainable 

development and poverty 
eradi- cation as one of the 

important tools available 
for achiev- ing sustainable 

development’’

2011
Switzerland

Midterm review, 
Hyogo Framework for 

action.
‘Even though the need for 

integration between climate 
change adaptation and 

disaster risk reduction is well 
recognized, functional links 

in policy and practice remain 
inadequate at the local and 

national levels.’

2011
Switzerland

UNISDR
The role of ecosystems as 

natural infrastructure is 
included in the declaration of 

the UNISDR.

2008
Germany

TEEB
The first TEEB report is 
presented at the ninth 

Conference of the Parties of 
the CBD.

2007
Indonesia
UNFCCC

Bali conference of the 
UNFCCC leads to global 

recognition of the role of the 
ecosystems in climate change 

mitigation and adaptation.

2005
Japan

The World Conference 
on Disaster Reduction

results in the Hyogo 
Framework for action. 

2000
USA

Adoption of the United 
Nations Millennium 

Declaration by world 
leaders

1999
Switzerland

Creation of the United 
Nations International 

Strategy of Disaster 
Reduction (UNISDR)

1994
Japan

The world Conference 
on Natural Disaster 

Reduction

1992
Brazil

Establishment of 
the United Nations 

Convention on 
Biological Diversity 

(UNCBD)

1992
Brazil

Establishment of 
the United Nations 

Framework Convention 
on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC)

1990-2000
Switzerland

The International 
Decade for Natural 
Disaster Reduction 

(IDNDR)

1971
Iran

Ramsar, Convention 
on Wetlands of 

International 
Importance

“wetlands should be 
selected for the List on 

account of their international 
significance in terms of 

ecology, botany, zoology, 
limnology or hydrology.”

2013
Global

UNISDR
This Session is the largest and 

most diverse to date, which 
is a sign that the outreach 

on disaster risk reduction is 
working and that people want 

to be part of the process.
Indonesia, 2014
The national mangrove 
strategy is adopted and 
includes references to 
ecosystem services and 
hybrid engineering.

Global, 2011-future
Wetlands International 
partners up for the first time 
with the humanitarian sector to 
implement ecosystem-based 
approaches to disaster risk 
reduction. 

Global, 2012-2013
Wetlands International and The Nature Conservancy reviewed 
state-of-the-art scientific inforamtion about the role of 
mangroves in protecting coastlines against wind and swell waves.

Global, 2012

Global, 2013
Wetlands International 
co-authors The Econmics 
of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity (TEEB) report 
on wetlands.

Indonesia, 2010-2014
Wetlands International works on the 
certification of sustainable shrimp 
production. Aquaculture is one 
of the main drivers of mangrove 
deforestation and degradation.

Indonesia, 2009 - future
Wetlands International initiates its first carbon offset project. 
Mangroves begin to be valued for their capacity to sequester 
and store carbon.
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West Africa, 2009
Wetlands International 
facilitates the development 
of the Mangrove charter:  a 
cooperation of six West 
African countries aimed at the 
protection of their mangroves.

‘reserve the re-
maining mangrove 
forest and assure 
their sustainable 
management in 
this sub-region’

West Africa, 2008
Wetlands International 
introduces new 
techniques to smoke fish 
and produce salt. The 
amount of fuel wood 
necessary to smoke fish 
decreased six times per 
kilogram of smoked fish.

Global, 2007
The Mangrove Guidebook for 
Southeast Asia shows Wetlands 
International is an expert in this 
field. This book is a first attempt 
to cover all mangrove plant 
species (true and associate) of 
Southeast Asia.

Indonesia, 2011
Sembilang National Park becomes a Ramsar site. 

Tsunami kills over 
227,000 people in 
14 countries around 
the Indian Ocean.

2004

West Africa, 2003
Wetlands 
International is one 
of the initiators of the  
Regional Marine and 
Coastal Conservation 
Programme for West 
Africa, a collaboration 
between Cape Verde, 
Gambia, Guinea, 
Guinea Bissau, 
Mauritania, Senegal 
and Sierra Leone.

Indonesia, 1998
Wetlands International creates 
the first field guide with a 
detailed description of true and 
associate mangrove species 
of Indonesia. The guide is 
used widely by government 
departments and universities.

Malaysia and Indonesia, 1996 - 2000
Wetlands International implements its 
first mangrove rehabilitation projects, 
based on imporved scientific knowledge.

Indonesia, 2000 - 2004
With funding of the World 
Bank Wetlands International 
works on the conservation and 
rehabilitation of two national 
parks: Berbak and Sembilang. 

Indonesia, 1998
Wetlands International pilots ‘Silvofisheries’ 
approach. Planting mangroves around shrimp 
ponds increases their health and functioning.

Indonesia, 1998
Wetlands International develops the bio-rights  
approach, a financial mechanism that provides micro-credits in 
return for community engagement in mangrove rehabilitation. 

Asia, Africa and South-America, 2008-2010
Wetlands International promoted the management 
of mangroves as a climate change adaptation 
strategy. This contributed to acknowledgement of 
the importance of maintaining healthy ecosystems 
under the UNFCCC.

Indonesia, 1992
First Ramsar site in Indonesia. 
Since then a total of 9 mangrove 
containing Ramsar sites have 
been established in Indonesia 
and Malaysia.

Indonesia, 1988
A survey by the Asian Wetland Bureau, 
predecessor of Wetlands International, 
leads to the recommendation to preserve 
mangroves  around fishponds because this 
increases both the waterbird population 
and the fish production.

Malaysia, 1985
As a result of the study on East Asian shorebirds by 
INTERWADER, predecessor of Wetlands International, 
mangroves are identified as important natural area. They 
form an important nutrient supply to coastal mudflats, 
the main habitat of many shorebirds.

Source: Parish, D., & Wells, D.R. (1985). East Asia/Pacific Shorebird Study 
Programme. Annual Report 1984. INTERWADER Publication No. 2., 19V.

Global, 1990 - 1993
The Asian Wetland Bureau and Wetlands 
for the Americas produce case studies on 
the elements of wise use of wetlands in 
developed and developing countries.

Global, 1989
As a result of gained expertise 
the Asian Wetland Bureau con-
tributes to the first extensive 
description of Asian Wetlands. 

Now, with the publication of ‘A Directory 
of Asian Wetlands’, future decisions on 
development planning will no longer 
suffer from the handicap of ignorance.’

Thailand, 1986
INTERWADER initiates one of the  first 
community based approaches for 
shorebird conservation and mangrove 
rehabilitation, at Songkhla lake. 

Global, 2010
Wetlands International develops an ‘Ecosystems 
and Community Based Climate Change Adaptation 
Training Kit’ with its partners, focusing on 
ecosystems as natural infrastructure. In 2010 over 
50 trainers are trained in East and West  Africa and 
Asia who can deliver this training at a national level 
to local practitioners and policy makers.

Indonesia, 2009 - 2010
The expansion of Wetlands 
International’s silvofisheries 
activities through a bio-
rights approach leads to the 
successful recovery of shrimp 
ponds in Java, over 75,000 
ponds! Our project sites are 
visible on Google Earth.

Indian Ocean, 2005
For the first time ever humanitarian 
funds are invested in an ecosystem 
restoration project, leading to a  
tsunami response program with 
175 ecosystem restoration projects 
benefitting 91,000 people in five 
countries. Wetlands International 
focuses on the establishment of 
demonstration sites.

Indian Ocean, 2007
Among others, 
Mangroves 
for the Futre 
is established 
to improve, 
share and apply 
knowledge to 
support the 
conservation, 
restoration and sustainable use of coastal 
ecosystems. Wetlands International partners 
with Mangroves for the Future.  

India, 2006 - 2008
The ecosystem services of Chilika lake are 
economically valued by Wetlands International. 
As a result the ecosystem services of the lake can 
be fully valued and consequently integrated in 
management and decision making.

Economic estimates of the main values of 
Chilika lake as % of total economic value 
(4000.000.000 Indian rupees per year).

2007 - 2009

Fiji
In cooperation with other 
organizations, Wetlands 
International develops a 
methodology for Adaptive 
Management of high biodiversity 
tropical mangrove  
areas and associated ecosystems 
for the ability to recover from 
climate change impacts.
Image: nationalgeographic.co.in

Malaysia, 1987
The Kuala Selangor Nature 
Park, with its many mangroves, 
becomes a protected area.

1995
AWB, INTERWADER and WA merge 

into Wetlands International

Global, 2008

Our Vision
Improving human well-being and local livelihoods
Conserving biodiversity
Sustaining the water cycle
Reducing climate change and its impacts
Ensure that mangroves contribute to coastal resilience

Indonesia, 2011-2014
Together with partner organizations 
The Nature Conservancy, Deltares, 
Wageningen University and 
Indonesian partners, Wetlands 
International establishes Mangrove 
Capital, a program gathering 
state of the art knowledge on the 
services and values of mangroves 
to improve coastal management policies and to develop 
pilot projects with innovative use of mangroves for coastal 
defense and aquaculture development. 

Indonesia, 2013
As a result of a partnership 
with the Building with 
Nature Alliance, Wetlands 
International developed a new 
technique which combines 
engineering approaches 
with natural processes and 
resources, resulting in dynamic 
solutions that are better 
able to adapt to changing 
circumstances. A small-scale 
piolot is implemented in Java. 

India, 1993 - 2003
Wetlands International 
creates a conservation 
and management plan on 
wetlands in Gujarat as part of 
the first State Environmental 
Action Programme in India.

Source: Donato et al. 
(2011). Mangroves 
among the most 
carbon-rich forests 
in the tropics. Nature 
Geoscience, Online 
publication.

Indonesia, 2007
Wetlands International 
facilitated the 
planting of 627,400 
mangrove seedlings in 
demonstration sites to 
showcase sustainable 
solutions for coastal 
ecosystems.
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