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Foreword

For centuries, migratory birds have been in the forefront of the interest of man in nature. In the
past, their disappearance and return were not understood and the most fantastic stories have been
published to account for it. Knowledge about the movements of migratory birds have increased
enormously since about 100 years ago when the Danish teacher Mortensen started to put numbered
rings on birds’ feet.

Bird-ringing has been of utmost importance in understanding the timing and routes of migratory
birds and in identifying the areas used for staging and wintering on their flyways. In recent years,
modern tracking techniques using satellites have provided revealing information on the behaviour
of bird species, in particular geese, swans and cranes.

Migratory birds are not aware of national boundaries and obviously their wise management and
conservation is a responsibility of all states on the flyways. With its large number of wetlands of
international importance and millions of waterbirds passing through or wintering here, the
Netherlands has a special responsibility. Against this background, it is not surprising that our country,
in close cooperation with the Secretariat of the Bonn Convention and Wetlands International, has
been instrumental in concluding the African Eurasian Waterbird Agreement.

Comprehensive and reliable data is a key asset for international nature conservation and the
management of populations. This book brings together a wealth of data to support the
implementation of the African Eurasian Waterbird Agreement, both on the flyway as a whole and
on the states on its route. At the same time, it shows that large gaps in information still exist, in
particular with respect to Africa. The book is also an important tool for all Range States to achieve
the main objectives of the African Eurasian Waterbird Agreement — which is the conservation of
wetland habitats and the conservation and sustainable management of waterbird populations.

I will definitely continue to support these objectives, including the collection of data that are
not plentifully available, such as on the Arctic breeding areas and in West Africa, and | look
forward to join forces with other countries to realize the objectives of the African Eurasian Waterbird
Agreement in full.

7OZJM Uk A ar Elen

Jozias J. van Aartsen
Minister of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries



African-Eurasian Migratory
Waterbird Agreement

The African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) is an Agreement under the Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals commonly referred to as the Bonn Convention.
AEWA aims to create a legal basis for a concerted conservation and management policy by the Range
States for migratory waterbird species.

It covers the entire continent of Africa and Europe, as well as parts of Asia and a few Arctic islands
of North-eastern Canada encompassing about 120 Range States and it covers 170 species.

AEWA has an Action Plan, which specifies actions Parties shall undertake in relation to priority
species and issues, under the following headings:
a) species conservation;
b) habitat conservation;
¢) management of human activities;
d) research and monitoring;
e) education and information and;
f) implementation.

The present Action Plan is restricted to geese, swans, ducks, spoonbills, ibises and storks.

The drafting of the Flyway Atlas is financed by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee, United
Kingdom and the Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries as a project in the
framework of the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement.

Interim Secretariat AEWA, c/o Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries,
P.O. Box 20401, 2500 EK The Hague The Netherlands
Tel: (+31) 70 3792982, Fax: (+31) 70 3793751, E-mail b.lenten@n.agro.nl



Acknowledgements

Stefan Pihl of the National Environmental Research Institute, Denmark (NERI) has made an outstanding
contribution to all aspects of this report. He has fulfilled the role of national coordinator for Denmark.
He has worked as Seaduck Specialist Group Coordinator that required him to give advice on some of
the most difficult species in the publication, and as coordinator of both the decentralised seaduck
database and decentralised goose database he was also responsible for ensuring that data for these species
were available to feed into the many analyses that were undertaken. No other contributor has undertaken
more than one of these four roles, so the authors would like to give special thanks to Stefan Pihl and
NERI for the enormous amount of work he undertook so willingly.

The authors would like to thank the specialist group coordinators, national coordinators and species
experts that responded to our requests for assistance so enthusiastically, willingly and with outstanding
technical quality.

The specialist group coordinators were Jeff Kirby (Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT)) for the
Duck Specialist Group, Jesper Madsen (NERI) for the Goose Specialist Group, Eileen Rees (WWT) for
the Swan Specialist Group and Andy Green and Janet Hunter (WWT) for the Threatened Waterfowl
Specialist Group.

All national coordinators of the monitoring schemes that supply information as part of the
International Waterfowl Census are also essential to the production of international overviews like
this. Many work as volunteers, undertaking tremendous amounts of work under the most difficult of
conditions. Their efforts and those of the thousands of volunteer waterfowl counters they coordinate
are very greatly appreciated.

Comments and hitherto unpublished information of the highest possible standard were received
from John S. Ash, the late Dylan Aspinwall, Gerhard Aubrecht, Nicola Baccetti, Neil Baker, Behrouz
Behrouzi-Rad, Leon Bennun, Cor Berrevoets, Vincent van den Berk, D. R. Bishop, Jeff Black, Gerard
Boere, Djahida Boukhalfa, John Bowler, Des Callaghan, Luis Costa, Peter Cranswick, Matt Cummins,
A. Darolova, Simon Delany, Koen De Vos, Gerald Dick, Lieuwe Dijksen, Tim Dodman, Bob Douthwaite,
Jan Durinck, Sandor Farago, Lincoln Fishpool, Arnthor Gardarsson, Jeff Gordon, Andy Green, Ward
Hagemeijer, George Handrinos, Ibrahim Hanna, James Harrison, J. C. Hillman, Baz Hughes, Janet
Hunter, Verena Keller, Jeff Kirby, Kees Koffijberg, A. Kozulin, A. S. Koryakin, Eckhart Kuijken, Andres
Kuresoo, Olivier Langrand, Bjarke Laubek, Karsten Laursen, Aivar Leito, Peter Leonard, Leho Luigujoe,
Jesper Madsen, Peter L. Meininger, Branko Micevski, Tanu Michev, Joszef Mikuska, Carl Mitchell,
Johannes Mooij, Ramon Marti Montes, Wim C. Mullié, Dan Munteanu, Petr Musil, Johannes Naacke,
H. W. Nehls, Stephen Newton, Leif Nilsson, Torgeir Nygard, T. D. Paneva, David B. Paynter, Jitka
Pellantova, Stefan Pihl, Gert Polet, Ljubo Profirov, John Quinn, Eileen Rees, Colin Richardson, David
V. Rockingham-Gill, Marc van Roomen, E. Rutschke, Luc Schifferli, Paul Scholte, Arnor Sigfusson,
Rob Simmons, Chris J. Spray, Antra Stipniece, David Stroud, Christoph L. Sudfelt, Saulius Svazas,
Per Ole Syvertsen, Pavel Tomkovich, Jose Antonio Torres Esquivias, Bernard Tréca, Berend Voslamber,
J. F. Walsh, Eric van Winden, Sergai N. Yerokhov, Pierre Yésou, Glyn Young and Ronald Zollinger.

The authors would also like to thank Val Taylor and Marie Callaghan for painstakingly producing
the species maps so exactly, Mike Moser, Janine van Vessem and Mark Hulme for proof reading the
text, and Sharon Favell for an extremely diverse array of secretarial and administrative tasks all performed
with great efficiency.

Financial support for the project as well as for the production of this voluminous publication was
kindly provided by the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries, the Netherlands
and by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee, United Kingdom. The authors would like to thank
them for their significant contribution to increasing the knowledge of Anatidae population ecology.

The disappearance of Dylan Aspinwall during the course of compiling this publication was a great
loss to wetland and waterbird conservation. His enthusiasm and expertise will be sorely missed by all
who worked with him.



\)ﬂ/ ETLANDS

INTERNATIONAL

Conserving wetlands for people and wildlife

Wetlands International, the world’s leading non-profit wetland conservation organisation, was created
in 1996 by the integration of the Asian Wetland Bureau, the International Waterfowl and Wetlands
Research Bureau, and Wetlands for the Americas. The achievements of the founding organisations
date back 40 years, and include the launch of (and support to) the Ramsar Convention, major regional
surveys and conservation programmes for wetlands and wetland species, and the development of
international programmes for migratory waterbird conservation in particular technical support to the
Bonn Convention’s Agreement on the Coservation of African/Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds.

Sound technical information is the basis for Wetlands International’s work, which includes:
coordinating conservation, management and assessment projects at international level; providing
technical and fundraising support to national and local projects, and helping to build the capacity of
relevant agencies. Wetlands International produces a wide range of publications and awareness materials,
and organises numerous workshops, training courses and conferences each year.

The global network of Wetlands International provides rapid access to specialists on wetland
conservation throughout the world. These are supported by 13 regional and project offices on five
continents, providing a unique force for supporting wetland conservation activities. Partnership is at
the heart of Wetlands International, and strong links exist with other international conservation agencies
such as IUCN, WWF and BirdLife International, and the secretariats of the Ramsar and Bonn
Conventions. Global and regional programmes are supported by over 120 government agencies, NGOs,
foundations, development agencies and private sector groups.

For further information please contact the appropriate regional office.

Wetlands International Wetlands International Wetlands International
Asia Pacific Asfrica, Europe, Middle East The Americas

Institute of Advanced Studies Marijkeweg 11 7 Hinton Avenue North,
University of Malaya PO Box 7002 Suite 200

50603 Kuala Lumpur 6700 CA Wageningen Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4P1
Malaysia The Netherlands Canada

Tel: +60 3 756 6624 Tel: +31 317 474711 Tel: +1 613 722 2090
Fax: + 60 3 757 1225 Fax: +31 317 474712 Fax: +1 613 722 3318

EMAIL: awb@pop.jaring.my EMALIL: post@wetlands.agro.nl EMAIL: davidson@wetlands.org
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