Proposed Wetland Restoration Case Study Submittal

Please respond to the following questions for each restoration project.  Some typical responses are provided for clarification.
1. Project name and location (gps coordinates and a google earth map if possible):

2. Wetland type(s): Inland shallow freshwater marsh. (It was originally a riparian/delta floodplain wetland before damming and diking).

3. Project size, name of watershed/catchment and its spatial location. (30 ha /74 ac in Corn Creek Watershed. Unit was located downstream from watershed).

4. Project sponsor. (Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area; Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program - Columbia Basin, Nelson, B.C.; Vancouver Foundation; Tembec; FortisBC).

5. Your role and that of your affiliation: (Project Manager. We, the CVWMA, conducted all of the restoration activities, i.e. dewatering, vegetation manipulation).

6. Purpose/drivers: (vegetation encroachment by cattails and moss, and loss of diversity).

7. Project goals and degree of goal attainment: (Project goals were to restore 50 ha of wetland to increase wildlife use and encourage use by species at risk. We’re not sure of the goal attainment, as resources were not available to monitor after activities were conducted).

8. Methods of restoration and approximate time to complete. (Dewatering, mowing of vegetation, baling, plowing, disking, and re-flooding. Approximate time to complete project from the time dewatering was initiated: 7 months from March to September).

9. How was the project monitored? (Anecdotal observations were made during the process, but standardized surveys were not conducted).

10. Is the project part of a larger initiative at a watershed or regional level?  If not, could it be? (No. Probably not as the wetland has been isolated from the larger watershed through diking).

11.  Is the project considered a success or failure? Please explain why? (It was considered a partial success. We managed to increase the open water to vegetation ratio. However, we could not maintain the water level high enough for long enough and a re-invasion of cattails happened within a few years. There seemed to be an increase in wildlife use - anecdotal only).

12. How could the project have been improved - e.g. location, design, hydrology, construction methods, data collection, etc.? (Pre- and post-treatment data collection would have been very useful to determine if the restoration was actually a success or a failure. The wetland unit is also located next to an agricultural field that limited our ability to raise and keep water level high for an extended period of time). 

13. Please provide any citations where additional information may be found.

14. Is there any other information on the project you would like to provide? (See attached report. http://fwcp.ca/version2/reports/details.php?reportID=414&searchterms)

Please return this completed form to:

 

Kevin L. Erwin  CE  PWS

Chair, Wetlands International Wetland Restoration Specialist Group

http://www.wetlands.org/wsrg
Email : klerwin@environment.com 

Page 2 of 2

